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Dear Sirs, 

Response to Botley West Solar Farm Development Consent Order (“DCO”) Consultation 
DCO Development: Solar photovoltaic array and connection infrastructure, with a maximum 
intended generation capacity of 840MW  
Client: The Chancellor Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford  

We are instructed by The Chancellor Masters and Scholars of the University of Oxford (“the 
University”).  

Mr Mark Juniper, Rural Estates Surveyor for the University attended the Specific Hearing 1 on 15 May 
2025 and made representations to the Examiners as per the transcript extract at Appendix 1.  

We have previously submitted a relevant representation on behalf of the University and the 
submissions made by Mr Juniper were made in support of that relevant representation.  

We understand that Mr Juniper made the following points to the Examiner: 

• Cable Routing and Option Choices – the University needs to ensure that its interest and those 
of its tenants are adequately reflected in the proposed scheme. The University requires 
assurances as to how the impact on the University’s holdings will be protected when there 
are multiple options proposed at this stage. It is unclear why further detail or a particular route 
across the University’s land cannot be narrowed down at this stage.  

• Wytham Woods SSSI – this SSSI is circa 1,000 acres of ancient woodland and one of the 
most researched areas of woodlands in the country. The SSSI is involved in a wide range of 
research, education and outreach projects. Mr Juniper invited the Examiners to attend the 
site as part of an ASI in due course.  

• SSSI – There is an on-going woodland project that has been implemented at the Wytham 
Woods SSSI (see paragraphs 2.1-2.8 of the relevant representation for more information).  

We appreciate that this has been submitted late in accordance with the timetable but we trust that as 
it is a summary of the University’s representations at the Hearing that this can be accepted. 
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Yours faithfully, 

 

Gateley Legal 
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APPENDIX 1 
TRANSCRIPT OF MARK JUNIPER REPRESENTATIONS (AS PUBLISHED BY THE PLANNING 

INSPECTORATE) 








